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DEPARTMENT FOR CHILD PROTECTION — ANNUAL REPORT —  
RESPONSIBLE PARENTING ORDERS 

873. Hon SUE ELLERY to the Minister for Child Protection: 

I refer to the responsible parenting orders report in the 2010–11 annual report of the Department for Child 
Protection, and the failure of any of the three relevant agencies—Department for Child Protection, Department 
of Education and Department of Corrective Services—to apply for court orders, and note that the report found 
that departments had reported that in most cases in which these conditions are met, it would be likely that an 
application to the court would be made under other legislation relevant to that department. Which legislation did 
the relevant departments refer to, and what orders could applications under the “other legislation” seek? 

Hon ROBYN McSWEENEY replied: 

I thank the honourable member for her question. 

This is an opposition that pretends to care for disadvantaged people, and I think the member has a short memory 
on parental orders. I was here when the responsible parenting agreements and orders went through. Firstly, the 
previous government was going to fine people $2 000 if they did not agree with an order or go through with it; 
then it was going to take $2 000 worth of household goods off them if they did not agree. The Greens (WA) did 
not agree with that — 

Hon Sue Ellery: It was not if they didn’t agree, it was if they breached it. 

Hon ROBYN McSWEENEY: Yes, and then it went to a committee. There was a report this thick that said that 
part 5, which dealt with parenting orders, should be removed completely. However, we did not do that. We got 
the fine down to $200, but the legislation was so botched that no-one wants to have anything to do with a 
parenting order. Let me go back to the act. 

Hon Sue Ellery: The people on your side did not agree to take that section out! You agreed to the legislation, 
despite what the committee said. 

Hon ROBYN McSWEENEY: Mr President, I think I have the floor. 

The act is to acknowledge and support the primary role of parents in safeguarding and promoting the wellbeing 
of children. It works very well with parental agreements, which provide that the parent can attend parental 
guidance counselling, or that the parent ensures taking all reasonable steps to ensure that the child attends school, 
or the parent ensures taking all reasonable steps to ensure that the child avoids a particular place or places. An 
agreement is reached in writing, specified by a period covering that agreement, and it is signed by the parents 
and the officers who are doing the parenting agreement. Then we come over to responsible parenting orders, and 
this is why it does not work and would never, ever work. 

Hon Sue Ellery: Well, why did you vote for it? 

Hon ROBYN McSWEENEY: The court must not make a responsible parenting order unless satisfied that the 
child has been found guilty of an offence, and a matter in respect of an offence has been referred to a juvenile 
justice team under the Young Offenders Act, and it keeps going on and on. 

Hon Sue Ellery: So it’s so terrible you voted for it and haven’t repealed it in three years. 

Hon ROBYN McSWEENEY: It was the previous government’s legislation; it was proclaimed in 2008, and I 
will be looking at reworking that act because the parenting orders were totally unworkable. It was the previous 
government’s legislation; it was botched legislation. 

Hon Sue Ellery: Which you voted for. 

Hon ROBYN McSWEENEY: The minister was Hon Sue Ellery. 

Hon Sue Ellery: You voted for it! 

Hon ROBYN McSWEENEY: The member knows the reason we voted for it. It was the previous government’s 
legislation, and we did not have the right to hold up government legislation. 

Hon Sue Ellery: What a load of rubbish! 

Hon ROBYN McSWEENEY: They do not work; the orders were hopeless. It was the previous government’s 
totally botched legislation. 

Hon Sue Ellery: Why did you not vote the way the committee asked you to, then? 

Hon ROBYN McSWEENEY: I do not even know how the member can go out to the media and say that those 
parenting orders need to be in place, because it was the previous government’s botched, stupid legislation. 
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Hon Sue Ellery: It’s the law, and you voted for it! So you voted for stupid legislation, did you? What does that 
say about you? 

Hon ROBYN McSWEENEY: It is stupid legislation that we will rework. The Labor Party is absolutely 
hopeless. It is botched legislation and it was never going to work, and that is why it has never worked. The 
public service thinks the Labor Party is a joke. 

Hon Sue Ellery: Are you going to answer the question? 

The PRESIDENT: Leader of the Opposition! 

Hon Sue Ellery: Which legislation did the relevant departments refer to? 

Hon ROBYN McSWEENEY: I got so excited, Mr President — 

The PRESIDENT: Order! Let us just get the structures right here. Was that your second question, Leader of the 
Opposition? 

Hon Sue Ellery: No, it’s the first question. 

The PRESIDENT: Has the minister finished her answer or not? 

Hon ROBYN McSWEENEY: No, Mr President. 

The PRESIDENT: Continue your answer. 

Hon ROBYN McSWEENEY: The Department for Child Protection’s principal legislative base is the Children 
and Community Services Act 2004. The Department of Education operates under the School Education Act 
1999, and the Department of Corrective Services administers, and operates under, the Young Offenders Act 
1994. Under the Children and Community Services Act 2004, the Department for Child Protection can make an 
application to the Children’s Court of Western Australia for a range of protection orders to safeguard and/or 
promote the child’s safety and wellbeing. 
 


